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A S S O C I A T I O N S  O F  
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C A T A L A N  
STUDIES 
FROM 1954, THE YEAR THE ANGLO-CATALAN ASSOCIATION 
WAS FOUNDED, UNTIL THE CREATION OF THE YOUNG 
ASSOCIATION FRANCAISE DES CATALANISTES IN 1990, MANY 
FOREIGN RESEARCHERS HAVE SHOWN AN INTEREST IN THE 
CATALAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE. 
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Linguistics, held in Barcelona in 1953, 
with persecution of the Catalan lan- 
guage and culture by the Franco regime 
rife, gathered researchers from some 
twenty countries and once more drew 
international attention to our culture. 
But the war and the defeat of the Re- 
public had driven a large part of the 
Catalan intellectual world into exile. Some 
of these intellectuals became established 
in British and American universities, 
where they continued to teach their 
specialities and where as philologists 
-often with help from local Catalanists- 
they gradually introduced Catalan into 
Hispanic and Romance teaching and in 
some cases even managed to set up 
specialist courses. 
This precisely was the origin of the first 
association of Catalanists. The arrival in 
Britain of Josep M.Batista i Roca and 
Joan Mascaró i Fornés, exiles who lec- 
tured at Cambridge, reinforced the Brit- 
ish nucleus of Catalan-lovers (Edgar 
Allison Peers, lgnasi González-Llubera 
and others), who decided to create an 
associqtion to co-ordinate their work 
and promote Catalan studies in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom. The result, in 1954, was 
the founding of the Anglo-Catalan So- 
ciety (ACS), which holds an annual talk 
at a British university and promotes ex- 
changes between young British and Ca- 
talan researchers through the "Batista i 
Roca" scholarships -earlier it had 
awarded an annual prize at the "Jocs 
Florals" in exile-, and since 1980 has 
published "The Anglo-Catalan Society 
Occasional Publications", of which eight 
volumes have appeared so far. 
The interest which Catalan gradually 
aroused in the European academic 
world and the stimulus of the teachers 
Antoni M.Badia i Margarit and Germa 
Colon led Georges Straka, director of 
the Centre for Romance Philology and 
Literature at the University of Stras- 
bourg, to offer the centre for a talk on 
Catalan, which was held in April 1968 
under the title La linguistique catalane. 
The success of this first talk devoted 
solely to Catalan issues encouraged the 
participants to organise another, this 
time at the University of Amsterdam in 
1970, where the lnternational Associa- 
tion of Catalan Language and Literature 
(IACLL) began to take shape. The offi- 
cial foundation of the Association took 
place during the third of these talks, at 
Cambridge University in 1973. Since 
then it has held talks in Basle, Andorra, 
Rorne, TarragonaISalou, Tolosa de 
Llenguadoc, AlacantlElx and Frankfwrt. 
The minutes of these meetings have 
been published and it is at present pre- 
paring the eleventh encounter, which 
will take ~ l a c e  in Palma de Mallorca in 
1997. 
In North-America, the birth of Catalan 
studies is due to the Romance student 
Josephine de Boer, who began to take 
an interest in Catalan culture following 
a trip to Mallorca in 1927 and who in 
1958 managed to get the Modern Lan- 
guage Association to set up a Catalan 
and Provenga1 section. In addition to 
this, at the end of the forties Joan Coro- 
mines's exile brought him to the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. To the students who 
trained under him there -such as his 
collaborator Joseph Gulsoy-, were 
added in the sixties and seventies fur- 
ther teachers from Europe, most of them 
Catalan, such as Josep Roca-Pons, Ma- 
nuel Duran, Albert Porqueras-Mayo, 
Geoffrey Ribbans, Arseni Pacheco and 
Curt Wittlin. The Catalanist network was 
growing and in 1978 the North American 
Catalan Society (NACS) was founded at 
the First Conference on Catalan Studies, 
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held at the University of lllinois in Urba- 
na Champaing. Since then it has held 
talks at the universities of Yale, New 
Haven, Connecticut and Toronto (Cana- 
da), in Washington City, and at the uni- 
versities of South Florida, in Tampa and 
Saint Augustine, British Columbia, in 
Vancouver (Canadal, and California, at 
Berkeley. At present it is preparing its 
eighth talk, to be held at the University 
of Indiana, in Bloomington, in autumn 
1995. As well as publishing the minutes 
of its meetings, since 1986 the NACS 
has also published the twice-yearly Ca- 
talan Revie w. 
But the British example was not fol- 
lowed only in North-America. Catalan 
was also to find followers in Europe, 
and in 1978 the ltalian Catalanists (Giu- 
In 1983, a new association was born, 
the Deutsch-Katalanische Gessellschaft 
(DKG), promoted by the lecturer Tilbert 
D.Stegmann and open to students of 
German-speaking countries. The asso- 
ciation holds an annual talk at a univer- 
sity in this area and since 1988 has 
published the yearbook Zeitschrift für 
Katalanistik. 
And finally, for the moment, the youn- 
gest of these associations, the Associa- 
tion Frangaise des Catalanistes (AFCI, 
was officially set up in 1990. It is at 
present preparing a register of French 
Catalanists and a talk in honour of 
Pierre Vilar. 
The fruit of collaboration between 
these and other associations, the twice- 
yearly magazine Estudis de llengua i 
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